
NAEYC Accreditation 
and Curriculum 

Ten Standards of NAEYC Accreditation 

1. Promote positive relationships for all children and
adults

2. A curriculum that fosters all areas of child
development: cognitive, emotional, language,
physical, and social

3. Developmentally, culturally, and linguistically
appropriate effective teaching

4. Ongoing assessments of a child's learning and
development

5. Promote the nutrition and health of children and
protect children and staff from illness and injury

6. Teaching staff that has the educational
qualifications, knowledge, and professional
commitment required

7. Collaborative relationships with each child's family
8. Relationships with and use of resources in the

community to achieve program goals
9. Safe and healthy physical environment
10. Strong personnel, fiscal, and program

management policies

“At Daniel Island Academy we understand that 
children learn in their own unique way. When you 
walk our halls you will see children thriving in a 
vibrant, loving environment, and know that this is no 
ordinary preschool.” 

  Kerry Nowosielski 
  School Director 

Why is Curriculum Important to Overall 
School Quality? 

The content and implementation of an early childhood 
curriculum set the tone for the entire school. Its use by 
knowledgeable and professional teachers is based on 
the following questions: 

 What do children need to learn?

 How will children learn best?

 How do I help children build on what they know
and what they can do?

Daniel Island Academy selected The Creative 
Curriculum®, a NAEYC approved curriculum of 
excellence, due to its child-centered approach to 
learning. It is also a play-based curriculum in which 
classroom environment and center activities are key 
components in the learning process. 

Our curriculum includes a balanced schedule of planned 
activities and free choice; quiet time and physical play; 
individual attention and group activities. Most important, 
we ensure a high level of one-on-one interaction 
between teacher and child.

How is My Child’s Progress Followed?

Daniel Island Academy’s leadership team is comprised of 
a School Director, Curriculum Coordinator, and 
Reference Point Coordinator.  Their collaborative efforts 
ensure that each child’s progress is observed, reported, 
and communicated to parents.    

Reference Point was created by Daniel Island 
Academy to provide a developmental tracking system of 
screening and observation tools to monitor your child’s 
cognitive, language, physical, social, and emotional 
milestones. 

A confidential portfolio is managed by an on-staff 
professional and includes 

 Fall Readiness Checks and Review
 Fall Teaching Strategies Conference
 Spring Conference
 Open Family Conferences, if needed
 Individualized Service Plans & Specialized

Intervention, if needed

What are NAEYC Early Childhood Program 
Standards? 

NAEYC stands for the National Association for the Education of 
Young Children, which sets the most rigorous standards in early 
childhood education, health, and safety. Daniel Island Academy 
has achieved and maintained NAEYC accreditation since its 
opening in 2004. The standards and criteria are also the 
foundation of the NAEYC Accreditation system for early 
childhood programs.  To earn accreditation, programs must meet 
all 10 standards.

www.NAEYC.ORG 
Daniel Island Academy 
Serving Children Ages 1-5 Years 
300 Seven Farms Drive 
Daniel Island, SC  29492 
843.971.5961 
www.danielislandacademy.com 
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Related Arts and Enrichment Programs 
Teaching Strategies.com 

An extension of The Creative Curriculum® is TeachingStrategies.com, a web-based program that integrates ongoing assessment of 
children's development with reporting, program planning, and parent communication tools, including, observation notes, examples 
of children's work, photographs, lesson plans, progress reports, classroom newsletters, and a teacher-to-parent email link. 
 

Related Arts 

Daniel Island Academy’s Early Literacy Initiative 
includes specially-designed Related Arts of 
literacy, Spanish, handwriting, behavior 
management and dynamic movement.  These 
programs have been specially designed to 
integrate with The Creative Curriculum and 
support the development and education of the 
“whole child.”  

Conscious Discipline is a school wide behavior 
management system that leads teachers and 
schools by promoting behavioral changes through 
relationships rather than the traditional roles of 
discipline.  The success of this behavior 
management program is developing a sense of 
community with positive communication, respect, 
cooperation and safety. 

Literacy Adventure is taught weekly in our Full 
Day classrooms, including our youngest pre-
toddler rooms, by the school’s traveling Librarian. 
Each session is interwoven with the classroom’s 
lesson plan, and includes story time, music and 
movement, and dramatic play.  

Spanish For Toddlers is an introductory course 
focused on exposing children to a new language. 
The course curriculum includes everyday greetings, 
colors, numbers, songs, celebrations, and stories in 
Spanish. Intro to Spanish is included for full day 
Older 2s and three-year-old students. 

Expresate “Express Yourself” is a Spanish language 
course based on a total immersion model held 
twice weekly with a native Spanish speaker. 
Expresate is included in Full Day four-year-old 
programs, and as a supplemental class for Half 
Day four-year-old, and three-year-old programs. 

Handwriting Without Tears (HWT) is an award-
winning Get Set for School™ Pre-K program that 
uses lively music and playful activities to help 
young children build a solid foundation for school 
success. The curriculum is full of developmentally 
appropriate activities that teach children about 
letters, body awareness, numbers, sequencing, 
and sharing in a fun, engaging, and informal 
manner. 

Physical Education focuses on the development 
of motor skills, or “movement skills.” The school’s 
play areas serve as the classroom, whether on the 
school’s outdoor playground, courtyard, or in the 
multi-purpose room. A full-time instructor works with 
teachers and children, providing developmentally 
appropriate programs that are fun and engaging 
for all age levels. Each area is stocked with the 
latest equipment designed to enhance the 
development of movement skills. 

Enrichment Programs 
Supplemental Enrichment Programs are offered to encourage 
children to explore new interests and develop new skills. Your 
child’s teacher and school staff are available to help plan an 
Enrichment Program schedule that will benefit your child’s 
continued development and interests. Some of the programs 
offered include: 
Soccer Shots introduces soccer to your child in a fun, safe, and
controlled environment. Each week offers 30 minute soccer 
sessions teaching basic soccer skills, fun games, and healthy 
competition.   
Dance Express is exciting and “fun-filled”. Students take a 45-min. 
combination class consisting of basic Tap and basic Ballet techniques. 
The Jazz portion of the class allows students to explore other ways 
to express themselves freely by using upbeat, high energy music.  
Hip Hop is also offered and is a 30-min class. 
Wee Little Arts is a visual arts curriculum for young children. Using 
art history and developmentally appropriate children’s literature, 
students are exposed to a wide range of visual art concepts. 
Vocabulary, use of materials, discussion, imagination and 
creation are encouraged. 
Jump Bunch is the national leading mobile children’s sports and 
fitness program, provides a friendly, non-competitive introduction 
to a variety of sports, including football, croquet, soccer, yoga, Frisbee, 
golf and more!  
Tumble Time is a combination of gymnastics, coordination and 
basic body movement incorporated with rhymes and music 
specifically for children 18mo.to 5 yrs. Children are taught 
gymnastics skills in a progression style on Junior-sized Olympic style 
equipment. 
Tech Savvy Builders Club provides project-based programs to 
teach the principles and methods of engineering, architecture, 
math and science using LEGO bricks. 
Buchen Martial Arts classes will give your child the lead he/she
needs in developing memory and agility skills necessary to be 
successful in school or other sports. Through a variety of fun and 
creative activities, young children will develop coordination, strength 
and personal safety in a well-supervised setting. The dynamic age 
appropriate curriculum enables students to develop their skill and 
grow in self-confidence and character. At the end of each 
semester there will be an optional belt test.   
Pro Performance Athletics Mini Stars is a comprehensive 
program designed to increase listening comprehension, motor 
skill development, overall athleticism, baseball IQ and team building 
skills: throwing & hitting mechanics, field ground balls, catch pop ups, 
run bases, pitch, game situations and teamwork! 
S.T.E.A.M introduces the wonder of science, thrill of engineering and 
joy of creative thinking.  (Science, Technology, Engineering, Art and 
Math) are the core of every challenge, which are child-driven.  For 
today's kids~whimsical, engaging journeys into new worlds of adventure 
and imagination.  For tomorrow's adults~the foundation upon which to 
build the skills required to thrive in a competitive 21st century global 
society.  Meaty academics and life skills are acquired in the process.
Black Tie Music Academy introduces over 20 instruments 
ranging from flute to trombone, banjo to mandolin, guitar to drums!  
Special attention will be paid to the “big three”:   guitar, drums and 
piano.  This class is fantastic for kinesthetic, hands-on learners.   
Lil' Laxers Lacrosse is the fastest growing sport in the US.  Classes will 
introduce the basics of catching, passing and scooping as well as play 
mini controlled games.  Students will learn the importance of team play 
and good sportsmanship.
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