GROWTH-FOSTERING CURRICULUM COMPONENTS
At DIA, we strongly believe that every age brings an important stage in the growth and
development of your child. The goal of our curriculum is to foster that development
throughout the day and assist your child with reaching their full potential. Through
observing, exploring, drawing and creating, your child's natural curiosity is paired with
engaging curriculum that encourages exciting development all while having FUN!

During this complex time of COVID-19, our high-quality curriculum and exceptional levels of
instruction have not been compromised. DIA is extremely proud to be accredited by the
National Association for the Education of Young Children (NAEYC) which sets the most
rigorous standards in early childhood education. Our curriculum fosters all areas of child
development: cognitive, emotional, language, physical and social. Though COVID
restrictions do require modifications in our classrooms, we continue to maintain NAEYC
standards. Students continue to receive the tools they need to succeed through all our
learning components.

Our curriculum standards begin when our doors open at 7:30 am and continue until the last
child is picked up at 5:30 pm.

The Creative Curriculum®
DIA selected The Creative Curriculum®, a NAEYCapproved curriculum of excellence, to complement our
school's child-centered approach to learning. Our
curriculum is focused on play-based learning and
utilizes our classroom environment and center activities
as key components in the learning process.

Our curriculum includes a balanced schedule of
planned activities and free choice, quiet time and
physical play as well as a balance of individual
attention and group activities. We ensure a high level
of one-on-one interaction by maintaining a low childto-teacher ratio.

Our classrooms are set up with multiple centers, which foster active learning through play.
They are each set up to meet the children's ability level and interest throughout the year.

Classroom Centers Include:
Blocks

Cooking

Dramatic Play

Computers

Sand and Water

Music and Movement

Library

Discovery

Toys and Games

Outdoors

Handwriting Without Tears®
This award-winning program uses lively music and playful activities to help young children
build a solid foundation for school success. The curriculum base is full of developmentally
appropriate activities that teach children about letters, body awareness, numbers,
sequencing, listening, cooperation, building, drawing, crayon grip and sharing in a fun,
engaging and information way all while fostering a lifetime of happy learning!

Handwriting Without Tears® introduces the shapes that are used to make letters, such as
big and little curves and lines, using various tools like wood pieces, playdough,
chalkboards and stamp pads to make letters. We also sing a lot of fun songs to learn
about our letters and writing! Our students then start to work in an activity that focuses on
tracing line segments and letters - all with the end goal of preparing them for school with
the essential skills they need!

Handwriting Without Tears® uses a multi-sensory approach using hands-on and active
teaching strategies to address different learning styles and invites active participation and
purposeful discovery and play.

Letterland
Letterland is an important part of our curriculum that sets an incredible foundation for
phonemic awareness. Through interactive smart boards, journal writing, and songs and
stories, DIA students learn letter sounds, how to write and recognize letters and improve
their vocabulary at the same time!

The Letterland characters transform plain black letter shapes into child friendly pictograms
that all live together in an imaginary place called Letterland. It is a multi-sensory curriculum
that activates every learning channel using games, art, role play, music, actions, alliteration
and movement. The unique teaching techniques used in this curriculum motivate the
children to focus, write and spell confidently!

Helpful Resources
www.lwtears.com
https://us.letterland.com/
https://www.naeyc.org/our-work/for-families

About Hanna
Hanna Reed is one of our wonderful Lead Teachers in the 4's
classroom. She's been with DIA for 4 years and we love having her in
our school! Hanna loves building relationships with children and their
families each year and appreciates the change to "create a fun
learning experience for them each day!"

About Shaunda
Shaunda Campbell is an incredible Lead Teacher in our 4's classroom
and has been with DIA for 11 years! For Shaunda, the children are what
make DIA special. "The joy on their faces and the laughter you hear
throughout the day. And the thousands of hugs and 'I love you's' I get
each day!" She loves knowing that she's had an influence on the future
of so many children. We are so thankful to have Shaunda with us!
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